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David Bryce
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Development Control
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229 George Street

Glasgow

G1 1QU

Dear Mr Bryce

Planning application Ref. 03/03321/DC 

I am writing to object to the proposals to build 22 private flats with off street parking and a restaurant at 2-10 Gibson Street. My reasons for objecting as follows:

· The site for the proposed development is located within an Outstanding Conservation Area.  Glasgow City Council’s own Development Policy Principle HER 1 on Built Heritage and the Policy within Conservation Areas states: 

“New development must respect its historic context in volume, scale, form, materials and quality”

“Materials should be appropriate to the locality and sympathetic to the existing buildings”

The appearance of the proposed building is in no way keeping with the surrounding properties. It is taller, bulkier and far deeper than its neighbours and the use of bright green copper and gloss black tiles is certainly not sympathetic to the surrounding blond sandstone tenements. 

As National Planning Policy Guideline 18 on Planning and the Historic Environment makes clear: 

“Notwithstanding the acceptability of the proposals in terms of other planning issues, if any proposed development would conflict with the objective of preserving or enhancing the character or appearance of the designated area there should be a presumption against granting planning permission” 
· There has been no adequate consultation with local residents on the proposed development. Immediate neighbours, including residents living in the ‘sensitive’ Otago Lane area, received no official notification of the application. 

· The developers appear to be seeking vehicular access to the site through Otago Lane or Gibson Street. This is an already heavily congested area that could not support an increased volume in traffic.  It is truly astounding that developers would seek to build off-street parking facilities on a site that neighbours an Underground station and is serviced by extensive bus links.

· The proposed building will completely obliterate a large area of wild foliage along the river and despoil the recently landscaped garden by Tchai-Ovna tearoom. The appearance of a modern style, brightly coloured block of flats will also destroy the ambience of Otago Lane and quite possibly jeopardize the future of the small, traditional, locally owned businesses that reside there.

· Planning is being sought for construction work to be undertaken for more than 12 hours per day. This will dramatically reduce the quality of life for local residents through out the construction period and, as refereed to above, have serious implications for the survival of local businesses.

I urge the Development and Regeneration Committee to protect this historic area by rejecting the above proposal.
Yours sincerely,

Patrick Harvie MSP
